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Host University

I went to the University of Washington, which located in Washington State, near the
downtown of the rain city, Seattle. This university, whose local nick name is U-Dub or UW, is
one of the oldest universities in west cost of the USA, and well known for its distinguished
medical school in the world. Among the top 20 universities in the world, UW is also famous
for its foster business school, law school and engineering.

Preparation before the Departure

Before applying to the program, | decided what you want to do in this study, and seek for
supervisors whose research matches your interest. Take time in the searching and don’t expect
that they would accept you easily.

Then, | applied for this TIROP program & Scholarship which provided by the Engineering
Faculty (Read carefully about the condition! | faced a pretty confusing situation because of
my status as a foreign citizen). | had a problem in the procedure from the host university
because something happened with the system there in Washington state immigration and | had
to wait for 2 months before | could receive the documents. Luckily, | still made it to apply the
Visa on time.

Then | started to seek for accommodation and real information about the destination but
unfortunately I could not find it before my departure. | recommend you to ask someone who
actually live there, because sometimes the information on the internet is not really helpful and
ask their help to look for it.

Academic Activities

There, | was involved in a project to develop a material called HAOPs (Heated Aluminum
Oxide Particle) for water treatment. | learn a lot about the system they used there and how
they characterize the efficiency and the ability of the treatment. And my jobs there were to
evaluate the treatment characteristic and also to do the regeneration of the used material.

Beside the research, I, too, had a chance to sit in in some classes regarding to the water
treatment, technology, as well as joining their special seminar, lectures and study visit to the
water treatment plant. There, | involved in a group work and | feel the class is really hard
because the pace is very fast due to the quarter system which TokyoTech will also use from
the next semester

Other Activities

I went to some parties for the Halloween, Thanksgiving, and some student activities in the
new fall semester. It was fun to interact with American culture and adapt to it. I also watched
some Husky (The name for UW sport team) games of Basketball, Baseball and American
Football. Of course, | visited, too, most of the tourism sites surrounding Seattle including
Portland in Oregon State which | joined the Black Friday “war”.

Monthly Cost

The most expensive part of the cost was the accommodation. At least | have to spend
about $700 a month (It is the cheapest one | could find. The dormitory in campus cost at least
$900). For the dining, since the food portion is so big, with 1 menu (Average $10) you can eat
there, take it home and eat again later on. | can take average $12 per day, so | spend about
$360 a month. And for other things such as the leisure, transportation, let’s say that I spend
about $150 a month. (I think I spend much more than that though). So in total, | spend about
(minimum) $1200 a month excluding the Visa, Sevis, Insurance administration fee and soon
that you have to pay as the condition to join the program.



Impression and Advice

I think my paradigm about how to live my student life became broader since | went to UW.
I met so many distinguish seniors and colleagues there to motivate me more, not only in
academic things but also in daily life. The balance between work and life is so important there
in America (My Lab mates were all so hate to stay in the lab after 6). They study hard and
play hard as well. I don’t know when they have time to read books, see movies and many
more but they did it all. I should learn to manage my time better from now on because I think
it will be the happier way to be through.

I give many thanks to TokyoTech for letting me join this program because it may become
one of the important experiences in my life and really recommended other TokyoTech
Students to join this kind of program. I think it is a very important thing to see another side of
the world to have a more robust way of thinking that it is not only you and what you know
exist in this world. And being amid people from different culture, will absolutely give you a
better understanding of yourself and your culture.
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